
November 30, 1948. 

Dr. 13.. P, McIlroy, 
Ins%itUte of;' Pzkhology, 
BPestem Pennsybnania Hospdtal, 
Pittsbur&. 

Your paper in J. Beet. on tks itilwnce of soc*iu acetate on 
dfasooiation in a stlP8ptocroocus is of such great interest in bacc- 
terial genetics thczt I haye you will be wiliing to resp,onG to 
my request for further information 011 one point. 

On p. 552 you refer to an experimerlt in whioh 2 S oells were 
inbc)dUceA into Wetate broth heavily seeC.ed wit5 3. I viould ap- 
prec%ate it very much if you would send me a more detailed account, 
as %his seems to ke -the fountintion stone 0% your argux~n2 for 
direct adaptation. Also, please send me a r8pCLnt. 

Lo you intend to pursue studies on the population dynamics ol 
the II;-S trmsform&ian? I ELC ixxgxezsec with the pos:AbiliXy that 
the type of analysis which Preer has done on Parameoiun (see 
Benetios, 1948 or Colti Spr. Earbox Qxp. 1946) mif;k?t illuminate 
the mechanism here. 

With best regards f’or ET. Mellon, 

Yours sinoerely, 

Joskus LcZlertxrg; 
A3sistm-t Professor of Genetics 


